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Lyons on Wheels

	 Flourishing in the 1960’s, Muscle Cars are, these days, a 
scarce commodity: a small, specialty segment in the automotive 
market.  Dodge and Ford field the few, remaining members of 
the breed.  Spearheading Dodge’s current lineup is Charger.  
Initially available as a two door coupe, the current generation 
is now available in two or four door versions.  R/T and Scat Pack 
models pack twin turbo six power.  The Daytona Scat Pack is 
electric powered, and we review it this week.     
	 If the idea of a six cylinder muscle car seems strange 
(traditionally, all members of the breed boasted V-8’s), the 

notion of one that’s an EV is all that and a bag of chips.  The Daytona Scat Pack has All 
Wheel Drive.  It’s 400V propulsion system employs front and rear electric drive motors 
and a 100.5 kWh battery pack for a combined rating of 630 horsepower and 627 lb.-ft. 
of torque.  A Power Shot feature allows the driver to add an additional 40 h.p. burst for 
10 seconds.  The results are eye-opening: 0-60 mph in 3.3 seconds and 11.5 seconds for 
the quarter mile.  Selectable Drive modes (Sport, Track, Drag, Snow), adjust parameters 
(throttle response, steering heft, suspension stiffness) according to your driving 
environment   Three levels of regenerative braking are available to the driver via paddle 
shifters.  Now that stick shifts have all but vanished from automobiles, I’ll take whatever 
driving involvement I can get.  Even if it’s only timing your deceleration to intersections 
via one pedal driving.  Speed aside, the Daytona is enjoyable to drive.  It’s big and heavy 
(5,767 lb. in two door trim), but light on its feet for its size.  It feels like a GT touring car: 
comfortably firm, stiff enough to hold corners well, yet easy on the passengers. 

	 While the two door is sleeker, Charger’s four door versions are the way to go, if your driving life 
includes back seat passengers on a regular basis.  People can get in and out of the back in the sedan 
without the gymnastics that the two door requires.  A pair of six footers can (just) fit in row two.  
The hatchback design provides 23-37 cubic-feet of cargo capacity, depending on how you deploy 
the rear seats.  There’s an additional 1.5 cu.-ft bin in the ‘frunk’.  Front cabin first impressions start 
with the beefy, rounded rectangle steering wheel.  Most switchgear is concentrated  in/around 
the 12.3-inch infotainment touchscreen.  As with all touchscreens, HVAC controls would be better 
served by stand alone, physical controls, but they aren’t, here. 
	 Charging range is about 240 miles: OK, not great.  It takes about 25 minutes to get from 20% to 
80% charge with a Level 3 DC fast charger.  In general, EV’s work best for those who have a home 
charger installed, or have easy access to a fast charger. Since it takes longer to fill up (and because 
access to fast chargers varies), you’ve got to build in more down time for pitstops.   
	 Not being heard is unheard of, for a muscle car. Part of their vibe was/is their rumbling 
soundtrack.  EV’s are notorious for their silence.  Dodge addresses this disconnect by introducing 
a performance sound system for their EV’s.  Using acoustic chambers and airflow modulation, 
the system mimics the tone of a conventional, performance motor at work.  I’m an automotive 
graybeard, and V-8’s at speed were the soundtrack of my youth.  To me, the performance sound 
system EV is like playing a classic rock channel in your car.  I know the EV isn’t a big block V-8.  I 
know it’s not 1970 anymore.  But, it’s a reminder of days gone by, and I  like the memories.
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2026 Dodge Charger Daytona Scat Pack Track Package
MSRP: $80,455 (as tested)


