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Lyons on Wheels

	 Tahoe is flanked by Suburban and Traverse in Chevy’s ten 
model, SUV lineup.   Last refreshed last year, the 2026 edition 
rolls in with minimal changes.  It’s offered in six trim levels – LS, 
LT, Z71, RST, Premier and High Country.  My test Ute was an RST 
with a sticker price of $ 90,115.  
	 Three engines are available in the RST, all of which are paired 
with a 10-speed automatic transmission.   Standard is a 5.3L 
V-8. Rated at 355 horsepower and 383 lb.-ft. of torque, it has 
a maximum towing capacity of 7,700 lb. (4x4).  Other, available 
motors include a 3.0L I-6 turbo diesel (max tow 8,000 lb. (4x4), 

305 h.p., 495 lb.-ft.) and a 6.2L V-8 (max tow 8,100 lb., 420 h.p, 460 lb.-ft.).  All of the 
engine choices are strong, though fuel economy is predictably weak.  The 5.3L V-8 4x4 
has EPA mileage estimates of 15/19/17.  The 3.0L turbo diesel is rated at 20/24/22, and 
the 6.2L V-8 4x4 checks in with predicted mileage of 14/18/16.  
	 The 6.2L V-8 found in my RST test Ute ($2,495) has the edge among Tahoe’s engine 
choices.  There’s  ample power for passing or towing, and the transmission shifts smoothly.  
Posted 0-60 times are in the 5.8-6.3 second range: impressively quick, given Tahoe’s heft.  
Air ride suspension is offered as part of the $2,550 RST capability package.   It offers a 
comfortable ride with solid handling.  The Max Trailering package ($590) is a must if you 
tow.  The bundle includes a 2-speed transfer case, hitch view, blind zone steering assist 
with trailering, hill descent control, a trailer brake controller and larger capacity radiator.  
RST’s onboard technology includes multiple cameras for use in simplifying the backing/
parking process for the driver.   In addition, a rear camera mirror   (part of the $4,130 

Advance Technology package) allows you to (virtually) look through your rig, to see what’s behind 
you.  That bundle also includes a 15” head-up display and Super Cruise.  
	 The interior of my RST tester was configured for six passengers, with captain’s chairs in row 
two ($370).  They tumble forward for easy access to the third row.  All three rows have adult sized 
room, with HVAC vents and power ports.  The large windows make for good visibility.  Up front, the 
driver’s view takes in an 11” instrument cluster flanked by a new, 17.7” center infotainment screen.  
While HVAC controls can be accessed via the touchscreen, that’s the slow route.  Tahoe also has 
a strip of actual buttons midway up the center stack to make direct adjustments.  The wireless 
charging pad has been repositioned this year for easier access.  A 10-speaker Bose Centerpoint 
surround sound system is part of the Comfort Package ($2,260).  Also included in that bundle are 
heated seats for the second row, heated steering wheel, and memory settings for the driver’s seat.  
Cargo capacity is 25.5 cu.-ft. behind the third row, 72.6 aft of row two and 122.9 with both rear 
rows folded.  Buttons in the cargo bay allow you to raise/lower rear seatbacks as needed, when 
loading cargo. Liftover height in back is moderately low.  
	 Large Utes are largely used as rugged, family transporters and/or tow vehicles.   Tahoe has 
all the ingredients to get the job done. The three engine choices have sufficient power to hold 
families and haul trailers, though gas mileage in this class of vehicles is uniformly weak.  For that 
reason, if towing or trail driving aren’t part of your plans, shopping three row crossovers instead 
of truck based SUV’s is also worth considering. 
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2026 Chevrolet Tahoe
MSRP: $86,850 (Pure 4WD)  As Tested: $90,115 (RST 4WD) 


