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Lyons on Wheels

	 Grand Highlander is a three row SUV, available with a 
conventional powertrain, as well as a pair of hybrid electric 
offerings.  As the name suggests, it tucks into the lineup just 
above the (also three row) Highlander model.  It was introduced 
into the lineup in 2024, and the 2026 version carries over largely 
unchanged from last year.  My Limited Hybrid AWD had an as 
delivered price of $55,655.
	 Size-wise, Grand Highlander sits about 2” wider than 
Highlander, and its wheelbase is roughly four inches longer.  The 
differences translate inside principally as more room aft of row 

two.  Grand Highlander’s 5.5” increase in third row legroom means that six footers can 
(just) fit, where it’s kids only in Highlander.  In either model, youthful flexibility comes 
in handy when entering/ exiting the back row.  All three rows in Grand Highlander have 
HVAC vents, lights and power ports.  Cargo space is similarly enhanced, with a maximum 
capacity of 97.5 cu.-ft. in Grand, vs. 84.3 in Highlander.  Liftover height in back for loading 
is comfortably low.  
	 Sliding into the front seat, the 12.3” infotainment touchscreen is front and center.  
Just below, a strip of buttons and dials controls HVAC functions.  The switchgear is actual, 
not virtual, so making system adjustments is straight forward and minimally distracting 
for the driver.  In Limited models like my tester, an 11-speaker JBL sound system replaces 
the standard, six speaker array.  The system is compatible with Android Auto and Apple 
CarPlay, and the connection is wireless.  Limited’s also include winter friendly features 

like a heated steering wheel and seated seats for rows one and two (outboard only on the latter).  
The bird’s-eye perspective of the optional ($600) Panoramic View camera is a must have here, as 
in any, large Ute, in my view.  A fixed, panoramic moon roof can be added for $1,350.  
	 Highlander Hybrid is powered by a 2.5L four cylinder gas engine along with a pair of electric 
motors.  Combined net horsepower is 245 @ 6,000 rpm.  The Hybrid Max version links a 
turbocharged version of the 2.4L four with two electric motors for a net, combined horsepower 
rating of 362.  All Wheel Drive is standard on Hybrid Max, and available on Hybrid.  The transmission 
on Hybrid models is a CVT, while Max versions employ a six-speed automatic. Maximum towing 
capacity with the hybrid is 3,500 lb.; 5,000 lb. with Hybrid Max (both figures apply for FWD or 
AWD versions).  Credible, posted times for 0-60 are about 7.8 seconds for the hybrid; 5.9 (Hybrid 
Max).  In practice, the standard hybrid feels well powered.  Engine noise is noticeable when you 
lean into the throttle, but it fades into the wash as you reach cruising speed.  EPA fuel economy 
estimates are 36/32/34 for the AWD hybrid, and I logged 28 for my test week.  Hybrid Max mileage 
is predictably lower (26/27/27, per EPA).   Ride quality is trip worthy.  Handling is solid, stable and 
not sporty.
	 The basic, hybrid engine offers more respectable mileage than is found in many large utility 
vehicles.  So equipped, the Grand Highlander makes more sense for most people than the standard 
version.  The stretched dimensions make the passenger space in row three useful for more than 
just kids, and the added cargo capacity always comes in handy.          
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2026 Toyota Grand Highlander Limited Hybrid AWD
MSRP: $41,360 (LE)    $52,210 (Hybrid Limited)   $55,655 (As Tested)


