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	 NX joined the Lexus lineup in the 2015 model year.  
Now in the fifth year of its second generation, the compact 
luxury crossover returns in no less than 15 trim variations 
for 2026. We recently test drove the 450h+ Luxury.  With 
10 options, the AWD PHEV had a sticker price of $67,289.  
	 Depending on model selected, NX buyers have a choice 
of three engines. First up is a turbocharged, 2.4L four 
cylinder (275 h.p., 317 lb.-ft. torque). The EPA estimates 
your fuel economy at 28/21/24.  The next option is a 2.5L 
hybrid four cylinder (240 h.p.,179 lb.-ft. torque). Mileage 
with this motor is estimated at 41/37/39. Finally, a 2.5L 

plug-in hybrid checks in with 304 h.p., 169 lb.-ft. of torque. The PHEV’s have 
an estimated combined mileage of 34, with an all electric range of 37 miles, 
and an MPGe rating of 84. Towing capacity is limited to 2,000 lb. (with optional 
equipment) across all engine choices. My NX was a plug-in hybrid. About 12 
hours on standard, house current is required for a full charge. This means that if 
you have a relatively short commute to work, or a list of local errands to run, it’s 
possible to accomplish them without ever touching the contents of your gas tank 
– or buying a home charger. The longer gas prices stay where they are, the more 
enticing this gets. I wish that Lexus would lean in to the regenerative braking 
aspect to allow true, one pedal braking (if only in the F sport, perhaps).  With 
cars taking on more tasks traditionally performed by drivers, some of us would 
welcome the opportunity to be more involved on our end. All flavors of the RX are 
sufficiently quick for normal driving duties (0-60 times are quoted as 6.6 seconds 

(2.4 turbo), 7.2 (2.5 hybrid) and 6.0 (2.5 PHEV). As you might expect for a model labeled 
Luxury, the suspension on my test Ute was tuned with passenger comfort in mind, not 
corner carving.  Driver visibility is generally good, though the straight back view is limited 
by the small backlight. On board safety systems are on hand so drivers are aware of what 
they might not see.
	 Sliding inside the cabin, the leather trimmed, tan and black seats make a classy, first 
impression. The 14-inch touchscreen display dominates the dashboard. The display is in 
easy reach of the driver, but, the home layout is crowded with virtual buttons, which slows 
the process of making system adjustments. Other than the covered, center console, empty 
your pockets spaces run small; notably the door pockets. Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 
connectivity are standard, with a wireless connection. The shifter and door handles are 
electronic rather than mechanical, and the feel takes a little getting used to. As of this 
year, a pair of USB-C ports are now standard, and a wireless, smartphone charging pad is 
available on all trims ($75). Also newly standard is intuitive parking assist with automatic 
braking, and rain-sensing wipers. Notable among the options are a panoramic glass roof 
($500), a bird’s-eye view monitor ($800), and front cross traffic alert/lane change alert 
($270).  The front seats are adjustable to fit all forms. Reat seat room is just sufficient 
for a pair of six footers behind same size front passengers. Cargo capacity is on the small 
side for its segment, ranging from 22.7 – 46.9 cubic feet, depending on how the seats are 
deployed. The seatbacks fold to a nearly flat load floor, with a low lift over height.   
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2026 Lexus NX 450h+
MSRP: $47,220 (NX 350)   As Tested: $67,289 (Luxury AWD) 


