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2026 Mazda CX-90

MSRP: $39,300 (Base - 3.3 Turbo) As Tested: $52,395 (Turbo Premium Plus)

CX-90 is the largest of Mazda’s crossovers, and the only
one with three row seating. Six trim levels are offered
on turbo powered models like my latest tester, ranging in
price from $39,300 - $57,570. A Plug-in Hybrid powered
version is also available, and fielded in three trims, priced
from $50,695 - $58,700. With the singular addition of one
option (metallic paint $595), my CX-90 had a sticker price
of $52,395.

The interior comfortably holds adults in rows one
and two. Row three is best suited for kids, and childlike
limberness is required to wiggle your way in and out of the

rearmost seats. Three row vehicles are typically a compromise; room for added
people comes at the expense of cargo space — or vice versa. Cargo capacity in
the CX-90 ranges from 15 cubic feet behind row three, to 40 cubic feet behind
row two, to 74 cubic-feet with only the front seats in use. This compares with
39.6 cu.-ft. behind the second row and 75.3 cu.-ft. with row two folded in the two
row, Mazda CX-70, so Mazda shoppers not needing three row seating may want
to consider that model as well.

The CX-90’s dash design bundles the HVAC controls in a strip of physical
buttons, located at mid-dash. Adjustments for infotainment functions are made
by a combination of a console mounted dial and surrounding buttons. The layout
is similar to that found on many Mazda models. Once you get the hang of it,
it makes for easy access and minimal distractions for the driver. The recently
redesigned CX-5 has a different layout, eschewing buttons for a touchscreen
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based approach, and Google-based infotainment software. Hopefully, the new dash
design won't carry over to all future Mazda models, but if it does, it wouldn’t be the first
time that designers have fixed things that weren’t broken.

Three engine variations are available. Select, Preferred, Premium Sport, and Premium
Plus Turbos feature a 3.3 L turbocharged, straight six engine (280 h.p., 332 Ib.-ft. of
torque). Turbo S Premium Sport and Turbo S Premium Plus are equipped with a (340
h.p., 369 Ib.-ft. of torque) version of the six. The Plug-in Hybrid models combine a 2.5L,
naturally aspirated, four cylinder gas engine with a 68 kW electric motor for a combined 323
horsepower, and 369 I|b.-ft. of torque. All are linked to an 8-speed automatic transmission.
In terms of fuel economy, the turbos are estimated to return 24/28/25 miles per gallon,
while the Turbo S is predicted to get 23/28/25. The PHEV is rated at 56 MPGe electric and
gas, with an estimated, electric-only range of 26 miles, and a total range of 490 miles. A
full recharge takes about 11 hours on typical, home plug power, or roughly 22 hours, with
a Level 2, home charger. Maximum towing capacity is 5,000 Ib. in turbo powered models,
and 3,500 with the hybrids.

In terms of driving dynamics, the turbo CX-90’s handling is good by the standards of
its class. Ride quality is on the stiff side of comfortable. Hybrid powered models are the
quickest, followed by the Turbo S, and the Turbo. Shifts with the 8-speed transmission
were sometimes hesitant at slower speeds, but smooth out nicely as you gain speed.

A 40 year resident of the Capital District, Dan Lyons has been reviewing new cars for publications for
over 30 years. He is the author of six automotive books, and photographer of more than 200 calendars.




