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Lyons on Wheels

	 These days, most SUV’s - particularly in larger classes – 
make their living as family transporters, and rarely venture 
off pavement. Explorer is a three row midsize SUV, available 
in six models: Active 100A, Active, ST-Line, Tremor, Platinum 
and ST. Platinum models like this week’s test driver are solidly 
in the family transporter class, upscale division.  
	 It’s a safe bet that Ford will add hybrid power options for 
Explorer in the future. For now, engine choices start with 
the standard, 2.3L EcoBoost I-4. The turbocharged, direct 
injection four is rated at 300 horsepower and 310 lb.-ft. of 
torque, and EPA expected fuel economy is 20/29/24 (RWD), 

20/27/23 (AWD). The 3.0 six (400 h.p./415 lb.-ft.) is also available (18/25/21 
(RWD/AWD)), but only on Tremor and ST models.  Both motors are matched with 
a 10-speed automatic transmission.  Maximum towing capability is the same for 
both motors: 5,000 lb. I’ve driven both engines in Explorers over the past year, and 
interestingly, averaged 22 mpg’s with both over roughly the same amount of miles 
(500), and type of driving (more highway than city). That said, the EcoBoost four 
performed very well in my latest test.  Power was always there for the asking with no 
hesitation, and keeping up with Mass Pike traffic was a snap. My previous Explorer 
test was in an ST, the sport leaning member of the trim range. Sporty handling is 
a relative term in SUV’s.  Explorer ST cornered easily for its size. If Platinum trim 
versions are less eager to iron out a twisty road, it isn’t a noticeable difference, and 
in any event, Platinum versions have a noticeably smoother ride, which is likely 
more important to buyers in this segment. All Wheel Drive is available optionally 
on all models except Tremor, where it’s standard. Platinum models have a terrain 

management system with six modes to suit driving conditions: Normal, Eco, Sport, Tow/Haul, 
Slippery and Off-road.  
	 The interior in Explorer Platinum offers first class accommodations in rows one and two.  
The captain’s chairs in the middle row can be replaced with an optional bench seat for 2-3-2 
accommodations. HVAC vents and power ports are stationed in both back rows. Row three 
raises/folds flat via power switches in the cargo bay.  With adults in row two, there’s enough 
room behind them to accommodate a pair of kids, though the process of getting into/out of 
the wayback requires limberness. With all three rows occupied, cargo capacity is 16.3 cu.-ft.  
The stowage space raises to 46 cu.-ft. with the third row folded, and cargo capacity tops out 
at 85.3 cu.-ft. aft of the first row. 
	 Last year brought a dash redesign, with a 12.3” digital instrument cluster facing the driver, 
matched by a 13.2” center touchscreen. The infotainment system is now Google based, with 
wireless connectivity for Android and Apple users. Front cabin storage is plentiful. The Bang 
& Olufsen sound system (standard on Platinum, optional elsewhere) is easy on the ears. The 
controls for HVAC were changed from physical buttons to virtual, encased in the touchscreen.  
It’s workable, but it takes longer to make adjustments than it did formerly.  The 360 bird’s-
eye view camera (standard on all trims except ST and Tremor) is a necessity for parking/
backing with vehicles this size.        
	 Explorer excels as a midsize, family traveler. On a recent trip with four adults and luggage, 
I found that we used every inch of the 46 cubic feet. If your travel plans regularly include four 
adults and two kids and luggage, consider shopping full-size models, like Ford’s Expedition.                 

A 40 year resident of the Capital District, Dan Lyons has been reviewing new cars for publications for 
over 30 years. He is the author of six automotive books, and photographer of more than 200 calendars. 

The photos are courtesy of the manufacturer.

2026 Ford Explorer
MSRP: $38,465 (Active)   $52,965 (Platinum)   $65,585 (As Tested)


