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Lyons on Wheels

	 Venue holds the distinction of being the lowest priced 
vehicle in the U.S.  The subcompact hatchback is offered 
in three trim levels, SE ($20,550), SEL w/2-Tone Roof 
($22,600) and SEL ($22,825). With the sole option of 
carpeted floor mats ($240), my SEL 2-Tone tester had an 
as tested price of $24,440. 
	 Venue’s former running mate was the Kia Soul. And 
while they took different styling tacks (Venue = SUV Lite, 
Soul = Funky Box), both were variations on an upright 
theme.  Soul is gone, but Venue soldiers on, as does 
it’s hatchback body style.  Boxy shapes generally lend 

themselves well to carrying things, but this is a subcompact box, and cargo 
capacity ranges from 18.7-31.9 cu.-ft.  Though modestly sized, the cargo bay 
is usably shaped, opens wide, and liftover height is low.  The rear seats fold 
forward to a mostly flat load floor, though you may have to move the front seats 
up first, so the headrests clear.  Back seat headroom is generous (38.6”), and 
rear seat leg room measures 34.3”.  So, if front passengers are tall, rear leg 
room runs short; suitable for kids.  Up in row one, leg room measures 41.3”. 
I’m six feet tall, and I had just a skosh less room than I’d like.  
	 Those who are tired of overly busy, touchscreen based control designs will 
find the Venue’s layout a breath of fresh air.  An 8-inch color touchscreen is 
the main access point for the infotainment system, which is compatible with 
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay (wireless connection).  Adjustments for the six 
speaker sound system are made from the screen or the line of buttons/dials 
just below.  One step down are a trio of rheostats to control HVAC functions.  All 

in all, controls are arranged in a straight forward layout, and work well.  Storage spots 
for pocket cargo are few in the cabin: a shelf above the glove box, modest door pockets 
and a small, covered center console, the lid for which doubles as a (non-adjustable) arm 
rest.  The amount of hard plastics on dash and door panels is a reminder of the car’s 
entry level status, though the wireless phone charger at the base of the center stack is 
a welcome, upscale touch (std. on SEL & 2 Tone).    
	 Venue is offered with one powertrain.  The motor is a 1.6L four cylinder, rated at 
121 h.p. and 113 lb.-ft. of torque, matched to a Continuously Variable Transmission.  
While there’s enough power to meet all ‘round town driving needs, zero to sixty times 
are north of nine seconds.  So,  passing takes planning, as do other, high demand 
situations (on-ramps, lane merges).  The engine is loud when you dig into it, but quiets 
and cruises satisfactorily at highway speeds.  Venue posts solid fuel economy numbers: 
29 mpg’s city, 33 highway, 31 combined.  I logged 32 during my test drive.  It corners 
competently and ride quality is good for its size.  The car’s small, park it anywhere 
footprint is handy in urban situations.  All models are front wheel drive.   AWD is not 
available, which isn’t ideal for the northeast, but isn’t surprising for an entry level car.  
Some of Hyundai’s driver assist features can be quick to alert. The system doesn’t allow 
the driver to turn them off. 
	 Venue’s strongest play is as a value pick for first time, new car buyers.  It’s a likable 
little car, and while base models are Spartan, the low entry price of this Hyundai and its 
long warranty offer shoppers a new option to buying used – worth considering, when 
the bottom line is the  bottom line.                                       
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2026 Hyundai Venue SEL 2-Tone Roof
MSRP: $20,550 SEL/with 2-Tone Roof: $22,600 As Tested: $24,440 


